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Lst  June,  1953. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952. 

The  statistics  concerning  matters  of  life  and  death 
are  satisfactory  when  compared  with  the  similar  figures  for  the 
whole  country.  The  death-rate  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
are  both  very  low  indeed  and  the  absence  of  deaths  from  any  of 
the  infectious  diseases  also  indicates  that  country  life  has  a 
favourable  influence  on  peoples-'  health  although  without  many 
of  the  modern  amenities  enjoyed  by  town  dwellers. 

The  problems  to  be  met  with  in  safe-guarding  the 
Public  Health  have  changed  considerably  in  the  last  100  years 
or  so.  It  was  first  necessary  to  attend  to  sanitation 
chiefly  -  including  such  matters-  as  the  safe-guarding  of  water 
supplies,  public  cleansing,  control  of  nuisances  to  the  Public 
Health  etc.  etc.  Later  on,  the  growth  of  knowledge  with  regard 
to  the  bacteria  which  cause  many  of  the  infectious  diseases  led 
to  action  being  taken  to  control  the  spread  of  these  diseases. 
The  care  of  childrens'  health  became  a  matter  of  public  interst 
with  the  establishment  of  the  School  Medical  Service  and  this 
was  followed  by  services  dealing  with  the  care  of  infants  and 
of  mothers  which  were  established  about  the  time  of  the  first 
war.  The  good  results  which  have  followed  these  services 
are  well  known.  The  fight  against  Tuberculosis  has  been  a 
long  one  but  is  at  last  being  won  as  the  statistics  dealing  with 
the  deaths  from  this  disease  show.  Diphtheria  has  been 
controlled  in  a  dramatic  fashion  thanks  to  the  introduction  of 
a  means  of  protecting  children  against  it, 

Rev/  problems  have  now  to  be  faced.  Among  these  are 
the  ones  dealing  with  Cancer,  Poliomyelitis,  Food  Infections, 
etc.  Another  great  and  increasing  problem  is  the  one  of  the 
care  of  the  older  members  of  the  community.  Every  year  the 
number  of  persons  over  the  age  of  65  is  increasing  and  their 
care  when  ill  or  infirm  through  age  is  a  most  urgent  matter 
which  has  to  be  faced  and  solved.  Older  persons'  illnesses 
are  usually  of  a  chronic  nature  and  therefore  special  hospitals 
or  institutions  of  some  sort  will  have  to  be  provided  for  them 
as  beds  in  general  hospitals  cannot  be  used  for  such  cases. 


James  L.  Gregory. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


' 
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LUDLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
1252- 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

198 

101 

97 

Illegitimate 

9 

3 

6 

Totals 

207 

104 

103 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  of  population  = 

17.7 

Still  Births-  Legitimate 

l 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 

- 

1 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  =4.8 

Deaths 

162 

83 

79 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  of  population  = 

9.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

No .  of 

Rate 

per  1,000 

deaths 

total 

.  births 

(a)  Prom  Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

- 

(h)  Prom  other  Puerperal 

Causes 

Nil 

— * 

Total 

Nil 

- 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

No.  of 

Rate 

per  1,000 

deaths 

live 

births. 

(a) 

Legitimate  infants  per 
1,000  legitimate  births 

4 

20.3 

(b) 

Illegitimate  infants  per 
1,000  illegitimate 
births 

_ 

(0) 

All  infants  per  1,000 
total  live  births 

4 

19.3 

The  rates  for 

England  and  Wales  were  a** 

Birth  Rate  -  15 .3  per  1,000  of  population. 
Death  Rate  -  11.3  per  1,000  of  population. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  27 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  -  Pulmonary  3 

Non- pulmonary  1 


Deaths  from  Measles 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 
Deaths  from  Poliomyelitis 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29746061 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  (in  acres)  113,004 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

the  population  at  31.6.52.  13,810 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  4,128 

Rateable  Value  of  the  district  £67,447 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  Rate  £249 


Notes  on  Vital  Statistics. 


Births  and  Birth-Rate. 

Live  Births  numbered  207  and  the  Birth-Rate  was 
17.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  (England  and  Wales  15.3). 
The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  9  or  4*5 of  the  total 


Still  Births. 


Only  one  Still  Birth  was  registered  and  this  gives 
a  Still  Birth  Rate  of  4*8  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


Deaths. 


Deaths  registered  numbered  162  and  the  corrected 
Death  Rate  is  9*8  which  is  a  very  low  rate  indeed.  In  the 
previous  year  the  number  of  deaths  was  223  with  a  Death  Rate 
of  13.8.  As  in  previous  years  the  chief  causes  of  death  have 
been  three  -  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  (57), 
Vascular  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  (27)  and  Cancer  (27). 
These  three  causes  accounted  for  111  out  of  the  162  deaths. 

The  chief  decreases  were  in  deaths  from  the  first  two  causes 
mentioned,  but  Cancer  deaths  increased  from  18  to  27.  A 
Table  with  the  causes  of  death  is  given  at  the  end  of  the 
Report.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  deaths  took  place  from  the 
infectious  diseases  which  formerly  took  a  toll  of  child  lives. 


Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  infants  numbered  four  compared  with  nine  in 
the  previous  year.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  19.3  per 
1,000  live  births  which  is  a  very  low  rate.  (England  and  ’Vales  => 
27.6).  Of  the  four  infant  deaths  two  were  of  infants  1  and  2 
days  old  respectively. 


Puerneral  Deaths. 


No  Puerperal  Deaths  were  reported 


, 


Natural  Increase  of  Population 


Births  exceeded,  deaths  by  45* 

Estimated  Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
for  mid-1952  is  13,810. 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Staff. 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  in  the 
Health  Department  are  given  on  the  inside  of  the  front  cover 
of  the  Report.  There  have  been  no  changes  during  the  year. 

The  officers  are  as  follows Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Ambulance  Service. 


The  ambulance  service  -is  controlled  by  the  County 
Council  and  the  central  depot  is  at  Shrewsbury  but  there  are 
also  ambulances  stationed  at  Ludlow.  To  obtain  an  ambulance 
it  is  advisable  to  telephone  the  central  depot  (Tel.  No. 
Shrewsbury  2626)  and  then  the  nearest  or  most  available 
ambulance  will  be  sent.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
during  the  year  of  any  delay  in  getting  a  patient  removed  to 
hospital  by  ambulance.  A  new  central  ambulance  depot  is 
planned  to  be  built  at  Shrewsbury  by  the  County  Council. 


Nursing  in  the  Home . 

Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  District 
Nurses,  Health  Visitors  and  Mid-wives  will  be  found  in  the  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 

Particulars  of  the  hospitals  serving  the  area  have 
been  given  in  previous  reports.  The  problem  of  hospital  beds 
for  old  persons  is  becoming  a  serious  one  as  the  number  of  older 
persons  in  the  community  is  increasing  every  year.  The  diseases 
met  with  among  the  old  are  more  chronic  and  therefore  require 
longer  treatment  than  is  the  case  with  diseases  of  the  young. 

Most  hospitals  want  to  get  patients  sent  home  as  soon  as  they 
are  better  to  make  room  for  new  cases.  If  they  cannot  do  this 
there  is  delay  in  admitting  new  cases. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  removed  when  necessary  to 
Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury  and  there  are  also  wards  for 
children  at  that  hospital.  Cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  are 
usually  sent  to  Copthorne  Hospital  in  the  first  instance  and 
later  may  go  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  Oswestry  if  necessary. 


; 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics . 


There  is  a  combined  School  Clinic  and  Welfare  Centre 
at  D inham,  Ludlow.  Ante-natal  cases  and  Orthopaedic  cases 
are  also  seen  by  appointment .  These  are  managed  by  the  County 

Council. 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  seen  at  the  Chest  Clinic, 
17 ,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  Shrewsbury  3068).  One  of  the 
Chest  Physicians  also  visits  Ludlow  once  a  month  and  may  be 
seen  by  appointment. 


The  Clinic  for  Venereal  Diseases  is  at  1,  Belmont, 
Shrewsbury,  the  hours  for  men  being  6-8  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays,  and  for  women  2  -  4  p.m.  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  can  be  carried  out  at  the 
schools,  School  Clinic  or  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  by  a  private 
doctor.  Application  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  Shrewsbury. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TEE  AREA, 


This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  water  supplies, 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and 
other  matters  connected  with  environmental  hygiene.  I  have  to 
thank  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  E.  Shaw,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Mr.  R.F.  Saunders  for  most  of  the  facts  and  figures  in  this  and 
the  subsequent  two  sections. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  supplies  controlled  by  the  Council  have  proved 
adequate  during  the  year.  The  supplies  at  Cleobury  Mortimer 
and  Craven  Arms  are  chlorinated  and  during  the  year  chlorination 
of  the  Clee  Kill  supply  was  also  commenced.  Very  little 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  Council’s  "three  major  schemes, 
namely  the  South  Eastern  Parishes  scheme,  the  High  Level  Joint 
scheme  and  the  Western  Area  scheme. 


Craven  Arms. 


During  the  year  improvements  to  the  distribution 
mains  and  pumping  equipment  were  completed.  The  station  is 
now  equipped  with  a  horizontal  centrifugal  pump  capable  of 
working  fully  automatically.  The  new  distribution  mains  have 
improved  the  hydraulic  conditions  considerably  and  as  a 
consequence  long  standing  complaints  of  lack  of  pressure  have 
been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 


C 1 e obur y  Mo r timer. 


No  serious  difficulties  were  met  with  during  the 
year,  but  the  Council  decided  to  lay  a  further  3"  diameter 
feed  pipe  from  the  spring  to  the  collecting  chamber  so  as  to 
increase  the  flow  of  water  to  the  pumps  during  dry  periods. 
This  work  has  now  (April,  1953)  been  carried  out  and  should 
bring  about  some  saving  in  pumping  costs  during  periods  of 
low  flow  from  the  spring. 


Bitterley 


This  village  supply  has  proved  satisfactory  during 
the  year.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  reports  were  both 
satisfactory. 


Clee  Hill. 


The  Surveyor  reports  that  this  supply  has  proved 
difficult  to  maintain  during  tho  year.  The  supply  to  Clee 
Hill  was  obtained,  up  to  July,  from  a  spring  yielding  somo 
600  -  70C  g.p.h.  During  July  the  yield  dropped  to  400  g.p.h. 
and  as  a  consequence  emergency  arrangements  had  to  be  put  in  hand 
to  bring  a  supply  to  the  pumping  station  from  the  Cornbrook 
Adit  which  is  situated  just  North  of  the  spring.  A 
chlorinator  of  the  drip-feed  pattern  was  installed  and  the 
change  over  was  effected  in  a  period  of  three  days  without 
interrupting  the  supply.  The  pumping  plant  consists  of  a 
ram  and  Sigmund  St  stage  horizontal  centrifugal  pump.  This 
ram  is  of  insufficient  capacity  to  do  the  full  duty  required 
in  the  event  of  the  pump  breaking  down,  and  in  vi ew  of  the 
many  extensions  which  have  occurred  in  the  distribution 
system,  the  Council  had  approved  in  principle  the  re-design  of  the 
pumping  equipment  and  its  re-placement  with  two  2,500  g.p.h. 
automatically  controlled  pumps.  This  scheme  is  being  prepared 
in  detail 


Bore-hole  Scheme. 


During  the  year  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the 
water  from  the  bore-hole  at  Ticklerton,  which  was  found  to 
contain  an  excessive  zinc  content,  amounting  to  10  p.p.m. 

This  appeared  to  be  due  to  zinc  from  the  galvanised  rising  main. 
This  galvanised  tube  has  now  been  replaced  (April,  1953). 

A  bore-hole  sunk  at  Clee  St.  Margaret  yielded  520  g.p.h. 
over  a  ten  day  continuous  test  without  depressing  the  water 
level  in  the  bore  below  115  feet  below  ground  level. 

At  Munslow  a  bore-hole-  was  sunk  and  over  a  14  day 
pumping  test  yielded  1,700  g.p.h.  It  is  hoped  to  use  this 
supply  as  the  source  of  a  schema  to  supply  the  Munslow,  Aston 
Munslow  and  Broadstone  areas,  and  to  link  into  this  scheme  a 
bore-hole  proposed  at  Diddlebury  with  the  object  of  extending 
the  distribution  mains  of  the  scheme  to  supply  Diddlebury  area 
in  addition. 


Hew  Wa/ce r  Supply  Schemes. 

During  the  year  extensions  were  completed,  as  mentioned 
in  last  year's  report,  to  supply  Coreley  and  Knowbury.  The 
mains  from  the  Church  Stretton  supply  to  Marshbrook  have  also 
been  laid.  The  Clee  Hill  (Hill  Top)  Scheme  has  been 
completed  and  will  supply  houses  in  that  area.  This  has 
involved  the  erection  of  a  pumping  station  and  reservoir. 

?»rork  at  Craven  Arms  on  the  distribution  mains  is 
now  also  completed.  As  already  mentioned  there  has  been  no 
progress  during  the  year  on  the  Council's  three  major  water 
supply  schemes. 


. 


Purity  of  Supplies 


A  total  of'  22  samples  we  re  taken  from  the  Council's 
supplies  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  In  the  previous  year  44  samples  were  taken. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  have  quarterly  samples  taken  of  the 
larger  supplies,  as  that  number  is  the  minimum  which  can  be 
considered  reasonably  safe.  If  only  one  or  two  samples  are 
taken  per  year  there  is  a  considerable  risk  that  some 
pollution  might  occur  and  be  undetected  for  some  months.  This 
is  true  as  regards  chlorinated  supplies  as  well  as  of  untreated 
supplies.  Constant  vigilance  over  supplies  is  very  necessary 
if  'Cheir  safety  is  to  be  ensured. 

Chemical  examinations  we re  also  made  of  samples  from 
proposed  new  public  supplies  and  these  were  all  satisfactory. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  bacteriological 
examinations  of  samples  from  public  supplies 3- 


Supply 

Humber  of 
samples 

Satis. 

Humber 

Hon-satis. 

Cleobury  Mortimer 

2 

1 

1 

Craven  Arms 

2 

1 

1 

Elan  Supply 

1 

1 

— 

Coreley 

Clee  Hill 

1 

8 

1 

7 

1 

St.  Milburgha's  Well 

-2 

2 

— 

Clee  St.  Margaret 

1 

1 

— 

Ticklerton 

1 

1 

— 

Hope  Bowdler 

1 

— 

1 

Bitterley 

1 

1 

— 

Wal 1 -unde r-Heywoo  d 

1 

1 

- 

In  addition  to  the  samples  from  the  above  Public 
Supplies,  a  total  of  87  samples  were  taken  from  private 
supplies  and  of  these  66  were  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically. 

Of  a  total  number  of  samples  from  prospective  Public  Supplies 
numbering  14?  4  were  not  satisfactory. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Samples  were  taken  from  the 
submitted  for  chemical  examinations- 

following  sources  and 

Supply  Humber  of 

samples 

Number 

Satis  Hon-satis. 

Clee  Hill  3 
Clee  St.  Margaret  2 
Munslow  1 
Bitterley  1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

DRAINAGE  SEWERAGE  AND  SE77AGE  DISPOSAL 


Cleobury  Mortimer, 

The  new  disposal  works  have  functioned  well  during 
the  year.  Progress  has  been  made  with  the  work  of  connecting 
houses  to  tho  new  sewerage  system  and  the  Inspector  estimates 
that  2p0  houses  have  now  been  connected  and  51  closets 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  system.  Very  few  properties 
now  remain  to  be  connected  and  these  will  be  done  by  tho 
owners  concerned  and  should  be  finished  in  1953*  The  Council 
agreed  to  pay  a  grant  towards  the  cost  of  conversions  from 
earth  or  pail  closets  to  water  closets  under  the  terms  of 
Section  47  of  tho  Public  Health  Act,  1953* 


Newton,  Craven  Arms. 


The  work  of  converting  the  closets  at  the  seven 
cottages  at  Newton  from  earth  closets  to  W.C's  has  been 
completed  and  now  all  properties  at  Craven  Arms  are  connected 
to  the  sewers. 


ns hf o r d  Carbone! 1. 

An  enquiry  was  held  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
the  proposal  to  sewer  this  village  and  the  scheme  was  approved 
in  principle  but  cannot  be  proceeded  with  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  nothing  new  to  report  with  regard  to  the 
Council’s  proposed  new  disposal  schemes  at  Craven  Arms  and  Clee 
Hill,  although  the  site  has  now  been  selected  for  the  latter 
works  and  a  report  is  awaited  from  the  Council's  Engineer. 


Clee  Hill. 


The  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of 
a  site  for  sewage  disposal  works  at  Clee  Hill  have  now  been 
overcome  and  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  has  been  asked 
to  prepare  details  of  the  works. * 


Craven  Arms . 

The  tanks  and  irrigation  beds  are  now  very  much 
over-loaded  and  the  Council's  scheme  for  a  new  disposal  works 
at  this  place  should  not  be  delayed.  Plans  for  this  were 
submitted  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineer  in  1946. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


The  refuse  collection  scheme  has  been  continued  on  the 
same  lines  as  in  previous  years  and  provides  for  a  weekly 
collection  at  Craven  arms  and  Cleobury  Mortimer  and  a  six  weekly 
collection  in  the  more  rural  districts.  There  are  nine  tips  of 
which  five  are  in  large  scale  use.  Rats  are  kept  under  control 
and  no  nuisance  has  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Tho  Inspector  reports  that  from  time  to  time  requests 
are  received  for  a  more  frequent  collection  in  the  county  areas. 
The  Council  have  already  considered  this  matter  but  have 
deferred  it  on  account  of  tho  increased  expense  which  it  would 
involve.  It  may  however  have  to  bo  considered  at  some  future 
date.  Naturally,  the  need  for  refuse  collection  cannot  be  as 
great  in  the  country  as  in  towns  or  villages  as  the  country 


. 


dwellers  usually  have  some  land  on  which  refuse  may  he  buried 
or  otherwise  disposed  of  without  causing  a  nuisance  or  being 
injurious  to  health. 


SALVAGE  COLLECTION 


Luring  the  early  part  of  the  year  waste  paper  was 


collected  and  baled  and  stored  in  a  building  rented  from  the 
Borough  Council.  It  was  hoped  that  the  market  for  waste  paper 
might  improve  but  it  did  not  do  so  and  the  paper  collected 
was  disposed  of  through  the  Kidderminster  Borough  Council. 

At  the  time  the  collection  was  restarted  the  price  offered 
for  mixed  baled  paper  was  £1 6.  10.  0.  per  ton.  In  a  few 
months  the  price  fell  to  £6.  10,  0.  per  ton  but  even  at  that 
price  it  was  difficult  to  get  a  purchaser.  The  collection 
has  now  been  stopped. 


ROLENT  CONTROL. 


One  man  has  been  employed  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  to  work  under  the  Prevention  of  Lamage  by  Pests  Act,  1949* 
He  now  works  one  week  in  eight  for  the  Church  Stretton  U.L.C. 
instead  ox  one  week  in  six  as  formerly.  The  survey  of  the 
district  has  been  continued  and  roughly  half  of  the  properties 
are  surveyed  each  year.  Several  major  infestations  on  farms 
have  been  found  and  dealt  with.  Luring  the  year  23  contracts 
have  been  made  with  owners  of  premises. 


Tear  1952 


Number  of  properties  inspected 
Number  found  to  bo  infested. 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  - 


1,816 

61 


a)  under  contract 

b)  as  single  treatments 


23 

20 

19 

19 


Number  of  notices  served 
Number  of  notices  complied  with 


INSPECTIONS  BY  SANITARY  OFFICERS . 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections 
paid  by  the  Sanitary  Officers  during  the  year s- 


Council  Houses  4 
Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds  12 
Drainage  1,376 
Factories  and  Workshops  69 
Food  Promises  -  35 
Footpaths  (National  Parks  and  Access  to 

the  Countryside  Act,  1949)  6 
Housing  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  155 
Housing  Act,  1949  -  Improvement  Grants  9 
Allocation  of  houses  201 
Infectious  Diseases  14 
Knackers’  Yards  6 
Meat  and  Food  Inspections  •  265 
Miscellaneous  Visits  67 
Moveable  dwellings  40 
National  assistance  Acts  3 
New  Buildings,  etc.  316 
Petroleum  installations  10 
Refuse  collection  and  disposal  29 
Rodent  control  17 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  4 
Water  Supplies  199 


Total  2,337 


Number  of  Notices  served 

(a)  Informal  Notices  75 

(b)  Formal  4 

The  majority  of  notices  served  were  complied  with 
except  a  small  number  served  late  in  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  -  1937  -  1949 


There  are  a  total  of  67  factories  and  workshops  on 
the  Register  and  of  these  16  are  factories  without  power  and 
in  which  therefore  the  Local  Authority  enforces  Soctions  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6,  of  the  Acts.  These  Sections  relate  to  ventilation? 
'cleanliness ,  temperature,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  above  number  there  arc  52  factories 
where  power  is  used  and  in  which  the  Local  Authority  enforce  the 
law  under  Section  7,  which  is  concerned  with  the  supply  of 
adequate  sanitary  conveniences.  A  total  of  69  inspections 
were  made  and  five  defects  were  found,  all  of  which  were 
remedied. 


SECTION  J). 


HOUSING 


Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  Council  Houses 
Number  of  applications  for 
Number  of  houses  completed 
Council  Houses 
Private  Houses 
Improvement  Grants  applied 


4?128 

238 

houses 

511 

in  1952  - 

24 

5 

for 

1 

The  number  of  applications  for  houses  remains  about 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  -and  many  of  the  applications 
are  from  families  living  in  unfit  houses.  Many  of  these  houses 
are  deteriorating  every  year  and  the  Improvement  Grants  offered 
under  the  Housing  Acts  of  1949  and  1952  have  not  been  applied 
for  as  it  was  hoped  they  would  be.  These  Grants  may  now  be 
obtained  for  "tied"  cottages  which  were  included  under  the 
1949  Act.  It  would  appear  that  something  further  will  have 
to  he  done  to  help  landlords  to  keep  their  property  in  repair 
as  owing  to  controlled  rents  and  high  costs  of  repairs  very 
few  of  them  can  do  much  to  keep  their  houses  fit. 


New  Houses. 


•The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  houses 
completed  on  various  sites  during  the  year  and  also  the 
numbers  under  construction  at  31.12.52.;- 


Sitc 


Completed 

1952 


Under 

construction 

31.12.52 


To  be 
commenced 
1953 


Cleobury  Mortimer  16  - 
Clee  Hill  4  14 
Ticklerton  4  - 
Bur ford  -  30 
Knowbury  -  10 
Clee  St.  Margaret  -  6 


Craven  Arms 

Longville 

Munslow 

Middleton 

Onibury 

Core ley 


10 


22 

4 

8 

6 

8 

8 


Totals 


24 


60 


66 


L icensing  of  Civil  Building . 

The  Inspector  reports  that  17  licences  were  granted  for 
new  dwelling's  during  the  year  and  25  for  repairs  and  alterations. 

The  amount  of  work  which  can  be  carried  out  without  a 
licence  is  now  up  to  a  value  of  £500  so  that  there  is  little 
deterrent  to  repairs  bein<_,  carried  out  through  lack  of  a  licence. 


As  regards  licences  for  new  dwelling  houses  it  is 
now  possible  to  get  a  licence  for-- a  house  with  a  floor  area 
up  to  1 , 000  square  feet  almost  without  any  delay  providing 
approval  has  been  obtained  under  Building  Byelaws  and  Planning. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Twenty  four  moveablo  dwellings  (caravans)  were 
licensed  during  the  year,  including  12  at  one  farm  site  near 
Cleobury  Mortimer. 

Building  Byelaws  and  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts. 

During  the  year  133  plans  of  new  buildings  or 
structural  building  work  were  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
consideration.  In  all  cases  involving  planning  control 
recommendations  were  sent  to  the  County  Council.  A  total 
of  316  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  this  work. 


Unfit  Rouses. 


Closing  Orders  were  served  on  the  owner  of  Charlton 
Rouse,  near  Cleobury  Mortimer,  regarding  eight  of  the  sets  of 
rooms  at  that  house.  The  eight  families  concerned  were 
re-housed  by  the  Council  at  Cleobury  Mortimer.  A  cottage  at 
Hints,  Coreley,  was  closed  3,nd  the  family  from  it  were  re-housed 
at  Clee  Rill  by  the  Council. 


'  ' 


‘ 


4 

SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


This  has  boon  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  at  Craven 
Arras  abattoir  as  in  previous  years.  The  total  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  increased  from  10,055  in  1951  to  a  total  of 
10,486  in  1952.  Practically  100 $  of  the  carcases  were 
examined  and  a  total  weight  of  16  tons  of  meat  was  condemned. 

This  is  less  than  in  the  two  previous  years  when  29  and  24  tons 
were  condemned.  Of  -tjhe  total  meat  condemned  roughly  half 
was  on  account  of  Tuborculosis. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  issued  a  new  Memorandum  (Memo.  3 
Meat)  during  the  year  and  among  other  changes  from  the  previous 
Memorandum  of  1922  is  one  that  veterinary  certificates  are  now 
required  to  accompany  all  animals  slaughtered  at  farms,  etc,,  and 
the  carcases  of  which  are  sent  to  the  abattoir  to  be  used  for 
human  food. 

With  regard  to  future  policy  the  Ministry  have  stated 
that  their  control  of  slaughterhouses  will  cease  when  meat 
rationing  is  stopped  and  that  then  control  of  such  premises  will 
pass  to  either  private  or  Council  control.  In  the  meantime  the 
Ministry  are  building  some  noderh  premises  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  and  no  doubt  these  will  serve  as  models  for  future 
buildings , 

The  Inspector  reports  that  the  Craven  Arms'  premises 
arc  still  unsuitable  in  some  ways  and  are  toe  small  for  the  large 
number  of  animals  to  be  dealt  with  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year* 


Carcases  Inspected 

and 

Condemned, 

.15.52. 

Cattle 
( excluding 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 

1069 

648 

1006 

6873 

890 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 

1069 

Tuberculosi 

648 

S  i 

1006 

6873 

390 

Whole  carcase 

condemned 

5 

5 

r~ 

0 

56 

12 

*  Organs  or  part  of 

carcase  condemned  310 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 

361 

7 

1 

398 

64 

Tubercu losis 

Tuberculosis  only 

31.3491 

56. 

4295  1.19: 

f‘  6.55* 

8*54 

Whole  carcase 

condemned 

11 

•- 

6 

Organs  or  par-,  ox 

carcase  condemned  108 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

219 

18 

with  Tuberculosis 

10.2 

35.4995  ~ 

- 

2.919$ 

The  following  other  foods  were  condemned  by  the 
Inspectors  during  tho  ye ar s - 


Canned  Milk 

3 

tins 

Processed  Meat  and  Fish 

17 

tins 

Fruit 

559 

tins 

Vegetables 

51 

tins 

Soup 

50 

tins 

Bacon 

16 

lbs. 

Ham 

8 

lbs . 

Cheese 

8 

lbs. 

Tomato  Paste 

10 

tins 

SUP3RVI3I01T  0?  MILK  SUPPLY 

The  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  at  the  farms  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Llinistry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

This  includes  the  supervision  of  all  water  supplies  to  farms. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  conditions  at  the  dairies 
in  the  district  were  satisfactory-  hut  no  samples  of  millc  were 
taken.  There  are  no  dairies  with  pasteurising  plant  in  the 
district  as  yet  hut  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  more  milk  will  he 
so  treated  in  the  future.  There  were  no  notifications  of  any 
infectious  disease  which  was  spread  hy  milk,  except  in  one 
instance  where  living  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found  in  a  sample. 
All  milk  from  the  herd  concerned  was  at  once  pasteurised  until 
the  herd  was  declared  free  from  infection. 


ICS  CREAM 


There  are  19  retailers  on  the  register  who  sell 
pre-packed  ice  cream.  One  retailer  makes  ice  cream  hy  what 
is  know  as  the  !'cold  mix”  process  in  which  cold  water  is  added 
to  an  ice  cream  powder  which  has -previously  been  heat  treated. 

Only  four  samples  were  taken  and  in  each  case  these 
were  in  Grade  1.  Ice  Cream  samples  have  to  he  in  the  laboratory 
within  two  hours  of  being  taken  and  this  is  not  always  easy  in 
such  a  scattered  rural  area  which  in  parts  is  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  Laboratory  at  Shrewsbury. 


Tho  standard  of  cleanliness  of  ice  cream  has 
undoubtedly  improved  in  recent  years  and  the  taking  of  samples 
regularly  must  help  to  raise  the  standard  of  this  food. 


. 


« 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIONS  DISEASE, 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952 


NOTIFICATIONS,  1952. 

Disease  Number  —  Admitted  to  Deaths 

notified  hospital 


Scarlet  Fever  8 
Whooping-  Cough  34 
Measles  169 
Poliomyelitis  9 
Food  Poisoning  1 
Meningo-coccal 

infection  1 
Undulant  Fever  1 


9 

1 

1 


Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  last  two  quarters 
of  the  year  among  the  children.  Whooping  Cough  was  not  so 
prevalent  as  in  the  previous  years. 

Of  the  nine  casos  of  Poliomyelitis  notified,  eight 
were  at  one  farm  where  there  are  a  number  of  children.  The 
disease  was  probably  imported  from  the  Continent  where  it  has 
been  prevalent  during  August.  Several  visitors  had  been  at 
the  farm  concerned  and  no  doubt  one  of  these  brought  the 
disease.  The  cases  were  nearly  all  mild  ones  and  none  were 
fatal.  No  spread  of  the  disease  took  place  in  the  district. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Pulmon. 

Non-pulm . 

Pulmon. 

Non--pulm. 

25 

16 

26 

8 

75 

The  above  are  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  the  31st  December,  1952.  There  is  an  increase  of  four  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 


NEW  CASES „ 


Eleven  now  ca,ses  were  notified  during  the  year  — 
five  male  pulmonary  and  five  female,  and  one  male  non-pulmonary.- 

The  ages  at  the  time  of  notification  were  as  follows s- 

Male  Pulmonary  -  26,  29,  42,  43,  46.  Male  Non-pulmonary  -  52 
Female  Pulmonary  -  21,  21,  25,  31,  32. 


DEATHS 


Four  deaths  took  place,  three  were  pulmonary  cases  and 
one  non-pulmonary .  The  death-rate  was  0.290. 


It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  Tuberculosis  is 
gradually  being  controlled  and  that  the  death-rate  from  this 
disease  in  the  whole  country  has  been  more  than  halved  in 
the  last-  twenty  years  of  so.  In  1931  there  were  approximately 
35,000  deaths  from  all  forms  of  this  disease  but  in  1953-  "there 
were  less  than  14?000.  If  we  look  back  another  thirty  years 
to  the  year  1901  it  will  be  found  that  the  total  deaths  then  in 
the  country  were  more  than  56,000.  It  looks  as  if  the  end  of 
the  battle  against  this  disease  wore  at  last  in  sight  although 
it  is  not  to  be  thought  that  efforts  against  it  are  to  be 
relaxed  yet.  Perhaps  the  most  important  factor  has  been  the 
greatly  improved  nutrition  of  the  children,  leading  to  an 
increased  resistance  to  the  disease.  Other  factors  have  been 
an  increased  knowledge  of  the  infectious  nature  of  Tuberculosis, 
improved  diagnosis  of  early  cases,  isolation  of  sputum  positive 
cases,  and  the  discovery  of  new  forms  of  treatment. 


CAI-TCER. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  the  Crude  death- 
rate  have  been  increasing  each  year  for  the  last  eleven  years  in 
England  and  Wales.  The  increase  in  deaths  of  males  has  chiefly 
been  duo  to  an  increase  of  Cancer  of  the  lungs  and  respiratory 
passages.  These  now  account  for  25h>  of  all  male  Cancer  deaths. 
The  total  deaths  from  Comccr  of  the  lungs  now  exceeds  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Twenty-seven  deaths  took  place  from  this  disease  as 
compared  with  18  in  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  was 
1.953  per  1,000.  (England  and  Wales  -  1.999)*  One  death  was 
due  to  Cancer  of  the  lung,  which  is  the  site  becoming  more 
common  of  late  years  for  this  disease  to  affect. 

The  question  of  Cancer  being  in  some  degree  infectious 
is  usually  denied  by  most  observers  but  in  the  present  state  of 
our  knowledge  -  or  lack  of  it  -  with  regard  to  the  causes  of 
Cancer,  it  night  be  best  to  keep  an  open  mind  on  the  question 
and  take  reasonable  precautions  with  regard  to  the  clothing, 
bedding,  etc.,  of  patients. 

One  of  the  most  important  points  is  that  people  should 
get  over  their  fear  of  this  disease,  a  fear  which  keeps  many  from 
going  to  consult  their  doctor.  As  a  result  of  such  delay  lives 
may  be  lost  or  shortened  which  might  otherwise  have  been  saved 
or  prolonged  for  several  years.  It  is  of  course  only  natural 
for  people  to  be  afraid  of  something  they  do  not  understand  and 
which  seems  to  mean  inevitable  death.  Only  knowledge  can 
remove  such  a  fear  from  our  minds  and  lead  as  to  look  upon 
this  disease  as  one  which  can  in  many  cases  and  in  certain  sites 
be  cured  if  treated  early  enough.  Education  of  the  people  with 
regard  to  Cancer  would  be  a  step  forward  in  removing  fear  of 
the  disease. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1952 


Cause  of  Death  Humber  of  Deaths 


Male 

Female 

Tot, 

Diseases  of  Heart  and 
circulation 

28 

29 

57 

Vase.  Dis.  of  Nerv.  Syst. 

11 

16 

27 

Cancer 

11 

16 

27 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

11 

Pneumonia 

2 

5 

7 

Accidents 

4 

3 

7 

Tuberculosis  ~  Pulm. 

3 

— 

3 

ITon-pulm. 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  causes 

15 

7 

22 

Totals 


83 


79 


162 


♦ 


